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Community  

Christmas  

Lunch 

Wednesday 20th  

at Tubbut Supper 

Room 

12 noon 
Everyone welcome  

 
 

RSVP by the 13th of December 



  

The Tubbut Tattler is produced by the Coordinators of the Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
which is funded by the Victorian Government. Material herein is the responsibility of the 
authors and does not represent the views of the DVICG or Tubbut Neighbourhood House 
unless stated. We welcome material from, and of interest to, people in the border areas of 
East Gippsland and NSW.  

CLASSIFIEDS 

 

Septic getting full? 
Robert Hampshire will pump out your loo. Septic tanks, 
porta-loos— no problems Truck has capacity to handle 2 

tanks/trip Phone:  0417423983  
Please keep your old glass bottles for Robert too as he is 

a passionate collector. 

 Bobcat contractor for hire 
Slashing, clearing, small earthworks, levelling, 

preparation for sheds, carports, water tanks and paving 
and clean ups 

Ring  Steve 0407190258 or email 
stephenscroope@bigpond.com 

Tattler Contributions:  We welcome your articles, 
news, reports on local groups, photos from local 
events, milestones, interesting stories, poems, 

biographies, births, deaths, historical items, and 
more.   We also welcome any letters to the editors,  

Available for parties and anything—Tubbut  
pizza oven (Bonang Hall also has one available 

for public hire 

Orbost Solar and Electrical 

Happy to come to our area and comes highly 

recommended by the Tubbut Neighbourhood 

House 

Call Ben on 0434038395 

Handy Man available  
call Peter on 0492888057 

CONCRETER  
Specialising in driveways,  

shed slabs , 
4 ton excavator for site works 

Contact Brodie  
Phone 03 51540142 

Email brodiebendle@gmail.com 

FOR HIRE 
 

The Tubbut Neighbourhood House has the following for 
Hire: 

Trailer—$5.00 per day 
Wood Splitter—$10.00 per day 

You can also borrow many of our gadgets: 
Laminator, recording VHS to DVD player, Laptop, tablet, 
digital photo scanner, convert photos, slides or negatives 

to digital, record records to USB 
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Tubbut Neighbourhood House 

 

Trees On Farms 
Increase profit, land capability and pasture and stock 
health  
We can provide locally grown 'fire appropriate' and 
productive trees for your farm  
Also available - consulting, planning and project 
management  
Regenerative Agriculture, Agro-forestry and 
Revegetation 
Contact 03 5154 0111 or 0484 062 296 
Jarrod & Aminya 
jarrodru@gmail.com 
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Delegate Multi-Purpose Service, Craigie St, Delegate 
(02) 64598000 
 
The Delegate MPS Assessment, Treatment and Care 
Centre (ATCC) 
The Delegate MPS Assessment, Treatment and Care Centre 
(ATCC) has replaced the Emergency Department. The ATCC 
is now open. For Bookings please call Delegate MPS (02) 
64598000 or ‘walk-in’. Our nurse-led ATCC is a walk-in clinic 
open 24/7, offering: 
 

Wound Care 
Nursing assessments 
Blood pressure readings  
Blood sugar readings 
Suture or clip removal 
Injections with Doctors written order 
Other procedures that do not require a Doctor 
 

Pathology 
Wednesday 09:30am-10:30am. No appointment necessary. 
Every week except public holidays 
Woman's Health Clinic  
4th Thursday of the month at Delegate MPS 
Phone 1800 999 880 (Health Direct) for an appointment 
 
Other Community Health Services  

• Dietician 

• Diabetes Educator 

• Immunisations 

• Podiatry 

• Child and Family Health Nurse 

• Generalist Community Health Nurse 
Women’s Health Nurse 

To refer to any of the above please ring Community Health 
Central Intake Team on  
ph. 1800 999 880 
 
Victorian Visits 
Community Nurse Visits Victorian Clients every fortnight. For 
referral of info ring ORBOST Regional Health (03) 51546666 
or Delegate Community Health Nurse on (02) 64598000 
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McKillops Road 

To Beth Liley,     
Director, Gippsland – Regional Transport 
Dept. Transport and Planning. Vic. 
         Dear Ms. Liley, 
I’d like to urgently add my voice to the ongoing very serious concerns already raised with you by the Tubbut Neighbourhood 
House Community -regarding the deteriorated state of the entire length of McKillops Road  from the Bonang turn off to 
McKillops Bridge: 52 kms. In all. [Bonang- Dellicknora turn off 17kms – Tubbut,10kms -& on to McKillops Bridge, 25kms.] 
I am Philip Neven and have lived at Tubbut all my life, have raised my own family here who now own & operate a major 
Butchery in Bairnsdale. My father Alan J.Neven lives here to this day , next door, and at 90years of age still manages every 
aspect of his personal  Tubbut Honey Business, moving his hives up & down the road and delivering to all the main towns in 
the wider region where the quality of his produce is renowned. 60 odd years on I am still farming – 3,000 acres, running 
sheep & beef cattle. I transport my own stock to market & on my return trip bring back goods & supplies, fuel & equipment 
for the family farm. Therefore I am frequently using the road, whose condition I am all  too wel l aware of. My second 
property is 20 kms, further  up  McKillops rd. in the direction of West Bonang ; so I know every run of severe corrugations, 
groups of potholes to attempt to avoid, and also badly crumbling & eaten away, eroded road  edges above the Deddick River 
which intrude into the body of the road itself. They are becoming more & more numerous! 
I drive a range of vehicles - from a 4wd ute between farms to a 24ft.Tray Truck (rigid ) with  Stock Crates for sheep/ cattle 
transport all the way to the nearest Victorian markets in Bairnsdale (a good 4-5 hrs .one way) often involving night driving. 
My memory is over a long span: Since the old CRB depot at Bonang was closed down approx.30 yrs .ago & Vic Roads 
contracted out the road works,  actual maintenance works lessened considerably, and the periods between them increased 
greatly.  The long-term ,inevitable result of this is the overall deterioration & degeneration of the Road surface. In recent 
Years very limited Re-sheeting  has taken place – so the surface is worn down to bedrock and clay. This was further 
exacerbated  by the solid 18 month plus period  ( 2019 -2021) when the road was relentlessly pounded by enormous pine-
carting log trucks, both day & night.   
Because it’s now down to bedrock, there is no surface material left for the graders to actually grade or, with which to cut-out 
the tops of corrugations, for example, to fill in potholes properly.    When Fulton Hogan took on the last contract with Vic 
Roads - we were promised 2 Road Gradings per year, but the time between these has been extended, at first to 9months 
(instead of 6) and at present;  with the exception of  a couple of partial, short stretches well over 12 months ago closer to 
Bonang  - No Comprehensive  Grading has been undertaken  for a good 2 years. When any greater period between gradings 
is allowed to lapse beyond 6 months, a quality job cannot be done because both corrugations & potholes have become so 
exaggerated, that the job fails to hold and is rendered useless, reverting back to a degraded state within 1-2 months! 
Therefore,  Frequent Grading is simply far more economical, and is the only real way to keep the road in a trafficable 
condition. I also believe that  the standard of Quality-of-Expectation of Road Surface Quality in our local region – in regard 
to inspections conducted – is just too poor; and not compatible with basic Road Safety Requirements, nor ongoing Viability 
of Access. Furthermore, Not every one by a long shot on these roads is in a 4wheel drive;  most are in 2wheel drives, and the 
depth of potholes along with extreme corrugations and critical state of many eroded  verges, puts all road users at risk. I 
understand VicRoads and the Dept. of Transport &Planning Vic. do have a bottom line Duty of Care. 
I  also need to note that I myself requested that potholing & grading be undertaken with urgency – on Sept 4th ’23 ( RRV- 
Case N O.502925468). More recently I rang again, as I know others have also done, to try to determine what is happening on 
this front. A very few potholes in 2 very limited patches have recently been filled, whilst ignoring others just as serious  & 
sizeable if not more so, immediately alongside; nor any of those in plenty just further along. This makes no practical or 
logical sense – and is nowhere near sufficient to prepare for Grading. If  -- Sections of decent length                                                    
could be Re-Sheeted each time a Grading takes place, then, over time –the Road Surface Standard would improve. Your 
assurance was for the end of October, and it’s now the end of November. 
When  in the truck, transporting stock, I have to point out that being both a wider & longer vehicle and taking up more of 
what is an already narrow road ( where certain bends only allow for one vehicle at one time to pass safely)  whole sections  
which should be readily passable - are not because of the dangerous state of the road surface and acute, unmanageable risks 
posed by sudden braking. I therefore  Request that you take into consideration the fact that McKillops Road is very much a 
part of my daily Workplace –as it is likewise for other local residents – and not currently in a safe or acceptable state to be 
travelling. 
 One last point I’d like to draw to your attention relates to  the negative and damaging consequences of the spraying of 
herbicides on the roadside edges, particularly along sealed stretches. It results in a loss of vegetation ( often native grasses) 
holding road verge material firm & preventing erosion; whilst encouraging  more shrubby growth over time tending to 
obscure visibility. It would be vastly preferable to employ roadside hydraulic-arm  mowing, which has not occurred  on 
McKillops Road, unexplainably, at all in recent years. 
I’d like to extend an invitation to you personally, from both my family & the Neighbourhood House -   to visit our unique 
area (with a co-driver) and to view for yourself - its Natural Beauties, directly alongside its Presently Acute Difficulties. 
Yours sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                    
 in the hope of very real improvements,   
Philip Neven.                                                                      ‘ 

Letter from community member sent to Director, Gippsland – Regional Transport Dept. Transport and Planning. Vic. 
re-Mckillops Road December 5/12/2023 
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The Local Rag  
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From Nov 1981  



The Local Rag—continued  
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The Local Rag -continued 
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The Local Rag -continued 
From Jan 1982 
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Parks Victoria -Track Clearing Event 
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By Prue Hasler (RRCV, Pajero 4WD Club, LROCV) 
 
After the past few years when Covid and stormy weather made planning for the long running Parks Victoria track clearing difficult, this 
year all plans were successful. With participants from 3 4WD clubs and members of Friends of Errinundra joining in this year, many 
large trees to clear and the local community inviting us for a Saturday night dinner, ecology talk and film night plus a Sunday morning 
presentation by the Bendoc Team Leader Ranger on his 6 week deployment to Canada to fight fires – the weekend was a great success.  A 
number of people enjoyed a Friday night dinner at the Bendoc Hotel, camping at Wilsons Hut was enjoyed by all and the weather was 
fine.  This event has certainly come along since the first request to assist was made by Parks Victoria to John and I around 18 years ago.  
 
By Andrew Mortlock (Pajero 4WD Club) 
We converged on Far East Gippsland for the annual Track Clearing weekend.   And what a weekend it was, up there with the best I have 
experienced in 12 years of being involved with this activity.    
A weekend of teamwork, innovation, camaraderie and hard work and coming together with like-minded folks from multiple 4Wd clubs to 
achieve a common objective. 
A small group of us went to East Gippsland a couple of days early to answer the call and help the Parks Rangers with a couple of specific 
tasks.   We split into 2 smaller groups and my group had the job of escorting 2 engineers and 2 Parks Rangers to a culvert half way across 
the iconic Deddick Trail so they could assess it for future works.   Easy, right?   Yeah, nup.   The Deddick Trail had been seasonally closed 
for 5 months and the elements had taken their toll, including multiple fallen trees of various sizes along the length of the trail.   The 
chainsaws roared and the sweat poured.   The engineers would not have gotten anywhere near the culvert without our help and it was 
extremely satisfying to have achieved the objective and to have also cleared the track in readiness for the season opening. 
The second group went with another 2 Parks Rangers to perform assessment work on the Bowen Trail and its suitability to be opened 
after recent works on the track. 
We all camped together that night and shared our stories. 
The second day was ours to enjoy together and it was decided to drive and clear the Mt Tingaringy trail in the Alpine National Park.   
Another great day, highlighted by the views from the summit of Mt Tingaringy across to Mt Kosciusko and the Main Range, still covered 
in snow. 
The weekend saw the arrival of the rest of the team, consisting of members from the Pajero, Land Rover Owners and Range Rover clubs 
plus 3 members of Friends of Errinundra 
We met at the Parks office in Bendoc for a morning briefing from the Rangers and divided into 3 groups, tasked with clearing 3 specific 
sections of Errinundra National Park.   Wow, there is some big big timber in Errinundra!   My group was led by Parks Victoria Team 
Leader Ranger Gary Bellesini and we worked as a team to remove some extremely large fallen trees from the tracks in the northern part 
of the park, using a combination of chain sawing and innovative winching (has anyone heard of the Spanish Burton winching 
technique?).   A great day and the Rangers were very appreciative of our help.    

We all converged on Bendoc that night for the traditional BBQ put on by the local community as a way of thanking us for our efforts.   We 
also enjoyed a very interesting and informative presentation by Rena, a local Ecologist and Errinundra authority.   Fun fact…areas of the 
Errinundra have not been burnt by wildfire for 8,000 years due to its natural retention of water. 
All in all it was a weekend that will remain in my memory and further enhances the special relationship we have built with the Rangers 
and local community of Far East Gippsland. 
 
By Ellen-Jane Browne (LROCV & RRCV) 
Friday a few weeks ago saw me head east towards Bendoc and an overnight camp at Wilson Hut. The road east, though long, is one of 
those glorious trips that takes you through the heart of Gippsland with the magic of the Great Divide always sitting to your left. It also 
allows you to experience Gippsland to the fullest, with the plains of Central Gippsland shifting constantly from open farm land to 
magnificent and ancient forests, and as you move further east the country changes to mountains and old and new forests.  As a 
Gippslander, the drive is one of renewal and a constant reminder of the fragility of our ancient land. 
 
But the real adventure begins in Orbost, the last bit of civilisation before you head into the remote lands of the Errinundra Plateau and 
the Great Divide. It is 82km from Orbost to Bendoc, a fantastic drive… on a bike or in a sports car… but in a Defender it could be 
considered a challenge, despite being sealed most of the way.  However driving slowly has its advantages and one does get to see first 
hand the largest temperate rainforest on mainland Australia. If you have never driven this road I would strongly recommend the drive, 
and with a few magical campsites along the way it is something to enjoy. This time round the impact of the bush fires of 2020 was clearly 
evident, with many, many dead trees providing a constant reminder of how harsh the fires had been. 
 
I reached Bendoc and a few kilometres later Wilson Hut. An old worker’s hut, restored sometime ago, but on a beautiful wooded plain 
where the silence was deafening. A great campsite, about as far from our capital city as one can go in East Gippsland. But a great place to 
catch up with RRCV, LROCV and Pajero friends and members. A cosy fire and incredible stars made for a lovely night. 
 
Saturday morning saw us gather at the Parks Victoria Office in Bendoc for a full briefing and assignment of our teams. Three teams… our 
brief to assist in the clearing of trees from tracks due to be opened over Cup Weekend. Having done this in the past, I had imagined a few 
medium sized logs and lots of debris. I was right on the later, but medium the logs they were not. We faced three significant sets of trees 
over the course of the day, the scale of which was… surely we need a bulldozer! But no, the incredible skill of Parks Victoria and the 
Pajero lads saw me watch in awe as these ancient monoliths were sawn and removed through hard work and the magic of pulleys! A sight 
to behold and one of which we could all be proud. There was plenty of work for those of us on the side… thus is you have ever considered 
could I help, the answer is, without a doubt? 
 
Along the way we were surrounded by the beauty of the Errinundra. It is about a far east as one can go in Victoria, hence it is rarely 
visited. But it is worthy of a visit, because no matter how many times I visit I still enjoy everything it has to offer. The giant trees, ferns 
and deep gullies, with occasional vistas going for miles make for a wonderful journey. This time round the East Gippsland Waratah we’re 
in flower… with a sea of red flowers adding to the joy. Again, if you have not been to this part of the world I would encourage you to do 
so.  
 
It was a great day, followed a fantastic evening barbecue, a really interesting discussion on the biodiversity of the land upon which had 
travelled, and a film, put on by the Bendoc community.  



Again an experience to be remembered. Though, the day had worn me out… so I probably only saw the beginning and end of the film. 
And… I think I may have woken up for the free ice cream at interval. 
 
Another wonderful night at Wilson Hut and Sunday morning saw us gather to hear a little about fire fighting as an Australian volunteer 
in Canada. A great discussion and somewhat different to our own experience. But worthy of the listen.  We then all departed for home. 
For me I decided to head over the border into NSW and take a short cut across the Monaro Plains to the Monaro Highway… about twenty 
minutes long… but an easier drive and just magic. Along the way I dropped into Cape Conran and Salmon rocks, but they are a story for 
another day. Brilliant sunshine prevailed for the weekend, not so in South Gippsland, where upon arrival the clouds continued to keep 
my bottom paddocks under water. 
 
By David Jenkinson (LROCV) 
The middle of October is time to think about track clearing after the winter rain and wind. It was the first time, for many years that I had 
been on one of Prue and John’s regular trips to Far East Gippsland. They are joint affairs between LROCV, the Range Rover Club and the 
Pajero clubs.  This one was based on the DEECA base at Bendoc, almost on the NSW border, and the tracks were mostly in the 
Errinundra National Park.  It is a fair drive from Melbourne through Orbost and up the valley through Goongerah to Bendoc. The 
weather was fine all weekend and there was a lot of wildlife on the way above Goongerah, especially wallabies and a couple of goannas. 
Camp was at Wilson’s Hut, which is a great little spot with great facilities. 
 
We all gathered at Bendoc Parks Victoria offices for a 9:00 o’clock start, met by 4 rangers, three of whom seemed to be leaving, one for a 
job in NT and two not having their contracts renewed. After signing in and going through the safety briefing we divided into three groups 
dependent on whether we wanted to do a strenuous walk up Mount Ellery, a long trip up towards Ada Divide Track and Goolengook or a 
technical trip dealing with three very large trees in the National Park. I chose the large trees, along with the winching experts from the 
Pajero club. We headed off toward Errinundra, clearing a few small trees till we reached the first of the three trees, which had managed 
to lay its 30 m length along the track with almost enough room for a vehicle alongside. The few branches were quickly cleared and it was 
time for the Pajero winching team to get to work, with the plan of moving the trunk sideways to the edge of the track. The winching 
vehicle was moved alongside the trunk so that the cable could be passed diagonally over the tree, through a pulley anchored with a trunk 
protector to a convenient tree at one end. This managed to roll the root ball over through half a revolution, which got it almost to the 
tracks edge. The other end was of the trunk was much closer to the edge, so the whole trunk was moved sideways by nearly two metres 
with a single winch pull. Time taken 30 minutes. 
 
Next it was onto the really big one, at least 1.5 metres high, and straight across the track.  So the plan was to cut a large chink out of the 
middle then turn it through 90 degrees and drag it off the track. The first part of the plan was quickly executed with a couple of 
substantial and sharp chain saws. The next part required a lot of teamwork and two vehicles using a Spanish Burton rig. Yes it is a thing 
and there are even YouTube videos on it. One vehicle acted as the anchor and the other winched through two pulleys.  The guys from the 
Pajero club claimed a 4:1 mechanical advantage. I’m not so sure, my physics told me 3:1, but whatever is right, the trunk weighing several 
tons was dragged through 90 degrees off the track. It took two moves of the anchor vehicle to enable a reasonably straight pull off the 
tree as it changed position, but all done after one hour. 

Next it was time for lunch at the Frosty Hollow camp and picnic spot, and onto the last tree. This was a tangle of large branches across 
the track, which just needed a lot of cuts with chainsaws and many hands to move the logs. It still took around 50 minutes. 
While the Parks Victoria Ranger managed the day, he stood back and let the Pajero Club manage the winching operations.  I was 
extremely impressed by their level expertise, equipment, teamwork, planning and safety approach. It all made for a great day out in the 
bush. 
So with all the main objectives it was back to Bendoc for dinner.  Bendoc is a tiny little place of maybe 50 people, but has a great little 
community centre, even offering showers to travellers, in return for donation. The community has monthly film nights and other social 
functions. We were treated to a dinner, a talk from a local from Goongerah about the flora and fauna of the Errinundra and a film.  
The Errinundra is a fascinating place to visit. It is one of last places in Victoria where you can see old growth forest from pre-settlement 
times. Most of it is on a plateau so the tracks were relatively easy.  

Parks Victoria Track Clearing Event 
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Free Financial Counselling for East Gippsland Residents 
 
Financial counsellors provide free, independent and non-judgemental support to people in financial difficulty. 
 
A financial counsellor can help you understand... 
Bills, loans, Fines, Debts, Government assistance, Consumer & financial rights, Housing payments 
  
To find a financial counsellor local to you visit: fcvic.org.au/get-help or call the National Debt Helpline: 1800 007 007 
  
Financial counsellors provide assistance, advocacy and information to people experiencing financial difficulty. 

Council rolls out BINS4Blokes at six locations  
 
East Gippsland Shire Council has installed seven disposal bins for incontinence products in six of our most-used male toilet blocks across the shire.  
 
Council has taken this action as part of the BINS4Blokes national men’s health campaign. BINS4Blokes aims to raise awareness of male incontinence, 
which affects 1.34 million boys and men across Australia.  
 
Bins are now located in male and all-gendered toilets at:  
 
Bairnsdale Main Street Gardens  

Cann River Hall  

Howitt Park Reserve North Side, East Bairnsdale  

Lakes Entrance Esplanade Footbridge  

Lakes Entrance Post Office Jetty  

Newmerella Recreation Reserve  
 
"With proper disposal facilities in operation, our objective is to empower individuals dealing with incontinence to sustain their lifestyle and pursue their 
interests in East Gippsland," Mayor Cr Tom Crook said.  
 
“Council is committed to building strong and resilient communities by collaborating with various stakeholders, such as BINS4Blokes, to ensure positive 
health and wellbeing outcomes for East Gippslanders,” Cr Crook added.  
 
Users can locate the disposal bins via the National Public Toilet Map (www.toiletmap.gov.au), a web-based map and phone app showing the location of 
more than 21,000 public and private toilet facilities across Australia.  
 
BINS4Blokes encourages boys and men experiencing incontinence or their carers, to engage with the National Continence Helpline by calling 1800 330 
066.  
 
For more information about BINS4Blokes visit their website, https://bins4blokes.org.au.  

Timber commitments should be honoured  
East Gippsland Shire Council is calling on the Victorian Government to honour its commitment to establish a native seedling nursery in 
East Gippsland.  
 
The government’s promise of a native seedling nursery was announced in 2020 as part of its plan to move to more plantation timber and 
away from native forest harvesting. The commitment to a state-owned nursery was made to support the industry and one of the directly 
impacted communities – Nowa Nowa – and provide 30 jobs for transitioning forestry workers.  
 
Mayor Cr Tom Crook said that, disappointingly, the Nowa Nowa site was deemed unsuitable in 2022 by the state government, however, 
local communities and families held out some hope that the employment opportunities and need for the seedling nursery would be met 
through the announcement that it would be set up in Bairnsdale.  
 
“Now, we’re learning that this has also been axed,” Cr Crook said.  
 
“We remind the government that the creation of a native seedling nursery was a commitment it made to East Gippsland in response to its 
decision to bring native timber harvesting to a conclusion, and to then expedite that end date.  
 
“It's disappointing the government is not delivering on the commitment it made to East Gippsland.  
 
“We call on the government to recommit to the seedling nursery or, at the very least, explain why it is no longer proceeding and what 
support will be offered in its place. It’s an important opportunity for our region and one we were counting on.”  
 
Cr Crook said Council was also asking for other government-led projects and support to be prioritised for East Gippsland.  
 
“With over $800 million sitting in the state government’s native timber transition program, it’s disheartening that existing commitments 
to our region are being broken. This behaviour leaves us unsure about future investments. Council is ready to guide investments across 
key projects to ensure a more certain and prosperous future for our shire. We look forward to working with the state government to make 
this happen," Cr Crook said.  
 
“There have been commitments made to support impacted communities, such as an accommodation redevelopment at Cape Conran 
Coastal Park and the rebuilding of Thurra River Bridge in Croajingolong National Park, but they are taking too long. The lack of activity 

and certainty is having a significant impact on local businesses, families and communities, both now and in planning for the future.”  



News from the Shire 
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 Volunteers recognised for bushfire-recovery work 
 

The hard-working volunteers of East Gippsland’s Community Recovery Committees (CRCs) were recognised at a get-together in Orbost 
on Friday, November 10, celebrating the vital role they and their predecessors have played and continue to play in the region's recovery 
following the bushfires of 2019-20. 
 
East Gippsland Shire Council Mayor Cr Tom Crook spoke at the ceremony at Orbost Golf Club before joining Council CEO Anthony 
Basford to present awards to representatives from CRCs comprising Bruthen, Buchan and Districts, Cann Valley District, Clifton Creek, 
Errinundra to Snowy, Mallacoota and District, Orbost District, Omeo Region, Sarsfield and Wairewa community.  
 
In the summer of 2019-20, East Gippsland fire destroyed over 1.1 million hectares, caused loss or damage to an estimated 410 
residential properties and 27 commercial properties, and burnt 5,300 sq km of state forest and 483 sq km of nature reserve. There was a 
quick recognition that collective action would be needed to rebuild and East Gippsland officially began its recovery phase on April 2, 
2020.  
 
“The Community Recovery Committees played a vital role in the process of recovery after the devasting bushfires four years ago, 
ensuring that local voices, know-how and expertise have been central to recovery planning and delivery,” Cr Crook said.  
 
“It was an honour to recognise the efforts and achievements of these committee members; volunteers who have contributed thousands 
of hours over a nearly four-year period since 2020. They have worked tirelessly to support their communities through their recovery 
journey.  
 
“For those impacted and within different communities, the experiences differ. Some communities have largely fulfilled their identified 
priorities, while others, despite considerable achievements, still face ongoing tasks. Regardless, it's vital to appreciate the dedication of 
volunteers and community leaders who have stepped up during challenging times,” Cr Crook said.  
 
Artist Melanie Murphy turned committee members’ ideas into art, creating a digital graphic recording that captured the key thoughts of 
the day as illustrations and showed connections and relationships between the ideas each team had brought to the gathering.  

Council slams state government planning rule change 
 
East Gippsland Shire Council is critical of recent decisions of the Victorian Government to change the planning 
rules for major developments, including large housing proposals. 
 
As part of its Housing Statement, released 23 September, the government has amended council planning schemes 
across Victoria to shift decision-making powers to the Minister for Planning for some major developments. 
 
Major housing developments over $15 million in value and including a component of affordable housing would be 
decided by the Minister under the changes and there would be no right of appeal by the public. 
 
The changes also apply to other major developments over a specified dollar value, including recreation, agriculture, 
industry and mining. 
 
East Gippsland Shire Council Mayor Cr Tom Crook said, “These changes take decisions away from local councils 
and communities, and place more power in the Minister’s office. 
 
“Councils were not consulted by the government and the changes were implemented without warning,” Cr Crook 
said. 
While developments of over $15 million in value are rare in East Gippsland, Council has called for better 
consultation by the state government over changes that may take away local planning responsibilities. 
 
“Council agrees with the Municipal Association of Victoria that local communities should not be locked out of the 
planning process with no third-party appeal rights in respect of these applications,” Cr Crook said. 
 
“We do not object to streamlining approvals processes, but there is no evidence to suggest that local government 
planning is contributing to the housing crisis, with 120,000 houses approved and awaiting construction in 
Victoria,” Cr Crook said.  
 
“Taking away council planning powers will not solve the housing crisis, but it will disenfranchise local 
communities,” he said. 
Other changes foreshadowed by the state government include a new planning code for second dwellings on 
residential lots. As yet, details of the changes have not been provided, but a statement by former Premier Daniel 
Andrews, which said that houses that occupy less than 60 square metres would not need a permit, has not been 
enacted through policy changes. 
 
To avoid confusion, anyone wishing to build a second house on their property should seek advice from Council’s 
Planning department.  



News from the Shire 

T E X T I L E  R E C Y C L I N G  T R I A L  

Did you know that over 7% of general waste disposed from households comprises of textiles?  This equates to an average of 1.2 kg of 
clothing or other textile materials per week per household ending up in Landfill. 

With over 21,000 kerbside collection bins across East Gippsland Shire, approximately 1,300 tons of textile waste go into landfill each 
year, with charities that sell used clothing disposing of further 300 tons. 

To reduce the volume of textiles going to landfill, we are trialing a textile collection program at the Bairnsdale Landfill. 

Depending on the take up of this service, we will explore the possible expansion of the program. 

Residents can dispose of clean textile waste (that cannot be given to charity shops) at the Bairnsdale Landfill from 1 July 2023 for $8.00 
per bag (up to 80 litre) or $12 per bin (quarter of a cubic metre). 

The minimum charge is $2, which covers a single item. 

Textiles will then be baled by the Bairnsdale Recycling Enterprise Inc. and sent to Textile Recyclers Australia, where they sort and recycle 
the textiles through various streams. 

C L O T H  N A P P Y  R E B A T E S  

East Gippsland Shire Council is committed to supporting best waste practices in our communities and is happy to be introducing a 
rebate on reusable cloth nappies, reusable sanitary products and composting products. 

Every year, more than 8600 tonnes of general waste is collected from households across East Gippsland Shire and disposed of in landfill. 

Disposable nappies and sanitary products take up valuable space in landfill and are estimated to take up to 500 years to break down. 

The good news is that there is an abundance of reusable alternatives on the market including modern cloth nappies, cloth sanitary pads 
and leakproof underwear. These reusable options can help individuals divert waste from landfill, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
save money. 

We are pleased to offer eligible East Gippsland Shire residents the chance to apply for a rebate of 50 per cent of the purchase price of 
eligible reusable sanitary products, cloth nappy products or composting products up to a maximum of $40. 

Please read the Terms and Conditions on the application form. 

You can apply at eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/forms/product-rebate-application-form. 
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East Gippsland Shire Council encourages everyone to aim for a waste-

free festive season. Christmas often revolves around food and gifts, and 

with a little foresight, you can not only save money but also minimise 

the waste you produce. During this time of year, there is a substantial 

surge in household waste, with an uptick of almost 30 per cent in 

Victoria. 

 

Here are some tips to make this season more sustainable:  

• Cut food waste: Shop with a list of planned out meals and compost any 

food waste.  

• Give sustainable gifts: Experiences, handmade items or recycled gifts 

make for great presents.  

• Get creative with your wrapping: Use recycled gift wrap, newspapers or 

make your own.  

• Recycle the waste: Keep cardboard and paper gift wrapping out of the 

landfill.  

• Shop locally and sustainably: Support small businesses and reduce 

carbon emissions as well as excess packaging from online orders.  

• Use LED lights: Reduce energy usage with this great alternative.  

• Buy a real tree: More eco-friendly option if disposed of properly or is a 

potted plant.  

• Regift or donate: Don’t put unwanted presents in the bin, pass them on 

to a friend or donate to your local op shop.  

 
 

http://texrecaus.com
https://www.eastgippsland.vic.gov.au/forms/product-rebate-application-form


News from the Departments 
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On Wednesday 1st, you may have seen Telstra’s Disaster Response campaign in-market which will include a range of new initiatives to 
support Australians ahead of what is predicted to be a challenging season.   
  
Initiatives include:    

• Extra data automatically granted for postpaid mobile customers in a disaster affected area.   

• The upgrade of 1000 payphones in disaster-prone areas, with free Wi-Fi, USB charging and backup power.  

• Reaffirming our commitment to emergency roaming, and our intent to conduct a simulation within our own network as a first step 
to demonstrate it’s possible.  

• Launch of the Telstra Response Team – a new way to identify our teams on the ground or at the end of our dedicated disaster 
assistance line.  

• Trialling portable satellite technology that can help local communities connect when mobile and fixed connections are down in a 
disaster area.   

• This is in addition to the temporary infrastructure, generators and disaster recovery experts we deploy to help keep our customers 
and the community connected to Australia’s largest mobile network.   
  
More information about these initiatives and how communities can prepare themselves for disasters can be found on Telstra Exchange 
 

Minister for Prevention of Family Violence Vicki Ward is proud to support the Gippsland community in its 

determination to prevent gender-based Violence  
 

“I’m proud to support the community in its determination to prevent gender-based violence in Gippsland.” said Minister for 

Prevention of Family Violence Vicki Ward  

 

“Local organisations have a critical role to play in breaking down the barriers women and gender diverse people 

face, which is what our Investing in Women’s Grassroots Grants Program is all about.” Minister Ward said.  

  

“Let’s Chat Gippsland” is a community focused campaign that aims to prevent men’s violence against women and gendered violence 

across Gippsland. The campaign theme of Let’s Chat seeks to support and remind people that men’s violence against women and 

gendered violence is preventable. 

  

Family (domestic) violence crime reporting in Gippsland continues to be some of the highest in Victoria, Latrobe Valley, East 

Gippsland and Wellington Shire are all in the top four Local Government areas in Victoria in 2022/2023, according to the Crime 

Statistics Agency. 

  

Other forms of men's violence against women and gendered violence in many areas of Gippsland are also higher than Victorian State 

average including rape, indecent assault and sexual harassment. 

  

The Let’s Chat Gippsland campaign is part of the annual international United Nations (UN) 16 Days of Activism campaign to prevent 

gendered violence initiative that runs from 25 November to 10 December. This is the third year Gippsland Women's Health has 

partnered with local communities, government and organisations. 

  

Gippslanders are encouraged to attend the events happening across Gippsland where they will learn that social and attitude 

change can start with a simple conversation, whether it be with their family, friends, colleagues, classmates or neighbours.  

  

This year, we want our community to tell us what respect in our community should look like. Local Gippsland Artist PollyannaR 

will be inviting Gippslanders to share what they think “Respect Is". Anyone who wants to be a part of the pop-up will have 

their photo taken with their response. To read more about PollyannaR visit www.pollyannar.com/big-respect-gippsland. 

  

By working together we can shift attitudes and practices to make Gippsland a safer community for everyone.  

  

With over 70 community partners, the campaign will see events and social media campaigns throughout the 16 days. Visit the 

Let’s Chat website www.16daysgippsland.com.au for more details on how you can get involved in an event near you. Also, look out 

for our social media campaign #LetsChatGippsland. 

  

We extend our appreciation to all partners and financial contributors on this campaign including the Victorian 
Office for Women for their contribution through the Investing in Women Grassroots Grant Program and Minister 
Ward for her support  

https://www.telstra.com.au/exchange/disaster-season-upgrades-2023
https://d2CPxd04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2CPxd04/VWLxC638JgkyW3bWJ081NKHNWW99f7mw56cR-CN2lhp1R3qn9gW7Y8-PT6lZ3pwW7JrvFG8Tb9HvW1l_55k1DdF9VW7stS8p4nLMS_W4rJK2v2B4jqWVbyyLP2JYlbjW5n_LHJ1cbXS2W7Kl5Jr3l75PZN17gyV1_R0DpW6Jwrp44PHYTnW2QnR8S2sh2s4W91wxZx29_
https://d2CPxd04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/OS+113/d2CPxd04/VWLxC638JgkyW3bWJ081NKHNWW99f7mw56cR-CN2lhp1x3qn9gW7lCdLW6lZ3pqMDFr79ZCvRTW23pfyK7cLmFnW8Sk9tf4qFTFdW139FTx6TC6DQW4--3Xl21-4kjVSNjQW8v1kKZW1HDWJx7JF0J8N31WRBp6tpF3W6p7RvM7LN2mFW6FNtNX3VfWrfW3wD9rQ1s-qZ


Wordsearch 

Sudoku 
Puzzle provided by www.sudokuoftheday.com, visit them and get a new sudoku everyday 
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Z E M E G X O L E B A L I W F 

M F N D O J W A V Z B C L G U 

O F R E C A P T D Q A H J A D 

C A D V T L R Z B C B O F B D 

J G T I B A H S G E E A D L E 

A Z M H S M A O V G S B T E R 

C P T D I B I F G G G R Q M O 

K H F R L S Y B G J D E R A E 

S G F E N A S N E K A O M P H 

U C Y X C J O R Z O V S M G F 

B C M H H G U C Y W A C K Y S 

B I T W M A C A W C A B I N O 

F A B L E S X G U E P X G Y C 

J C O M J G F Y O G T A B B Y 

A M E X E L G A E A V X G U U 

BABES 

CABIN 

EAGLE 

EARED 

FABLE 

GABLE 

GAFFE 

HABIT 

JACKS 

LABEL 

 

LAMBS 

MACAW 

OAKEN 

PACER 

SABLE 

TABBY 

UDDER 

WACKY 

YACHT 

The animal needing 
something knows how 
much it needs, the 
man does not. 
Democritus 460 -2370 
BC 

Minds are like 
parachutes. They 
only function when 
they are open. 
 
James Dewar 
1842-1923 

Quotes supplied by Carey Joiner  



Recipes 
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150g butter, softened 

2/3 cups caster sugar 

1 egg 

Pinch of salt 

2 tsp vanilla extract 

Step 1 
 
Preheat oven to 180c/160c fan-forced. Grease a 20cm x 30cm 
lamington pan. Line base and sides with baking paper, extending 
paper 3cm above edges of pan on all sides. 
 
Step 2 
 
Using an electric mixer, beat butter and sugar until pale and creamy. 
Add egg. Beat until well combined. Add salt and vanilla. Beat until 
combined. 
 
Step 3 
 
Sift over flour and baking powder. Stir to combine. Stir in Caramilk 
chips. Press mixture over base of prepared pan. Bake for 18 minute or 
until light golden (do not overbake) 
 
Step 4 
 
Place the chocolate and cream in saucepan over low heat. Cook, 
stirring, until the chocolate has melted and the mixture is smooth. Set 
aside to cool slightly. Pour over the shortbread layer. Place in the 
fridge for 3 hours or until set. 
 
Step 5 
 
Use baking paper to carefully lift the slice from the pan. Use sharp 
knife to cut into pieces and serve. 

Caramilk shortbread 

1 1/4 cups plain flour 

3/4 tsp baking powder 

1/2 cup Caramilk chocolate chips 

250g Caramilk chocolate, chopped 

1/3 cup thickened cream 

Ingredients 

Apple, cherry and rosemary crumble 
 

Ingredients 
 

8 medium red apples (1.2kg) 

1/4 cup (60ml) water 

3 cup (375g) cherries, pitted 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

2 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1/3 cup (80ml) pure maple syrup 

 

 1 1/2 cup (240g) almonds 

1 cup (160g) wholemeal self-raising flour 

3 teaspoon fresh rosemary leaves, chopped finely 

1/2 cup (120g) coconut oil, melted 

2 tablespoon pure maple syrup, extra 

1 1/2 cup (420g) unsweetened vanilla-bean yoghurt, to serve 

Method 
1.Preheat oven to 180°C/350°F. 
 
2.Peel and core apples; cut into 2cm (¾-inch) 
pieces. Place apple and the water in a large 
saucepan; bring to the boil. Reduce heat to low; 
cook, covered, for 10 minutes or until apples are 
just tender. 
 
3.Place apple and cooking liquid in a large 
bowl; stir in cherries, cinnamon, extract and 
maple syrup until combined. Spoon into a 2 
litre (8-cup) shallow ovenproof dish. 
 
4.Process nuts, flour and rosemary until nuts 
are chopped coarsely. With motor operating, 
add coconut oil and extra maple syrup until well 
combined. Spoon crumble mixture over fruit 
(piling crumble high on top of fruit as it will 
sink down curing cooking). 
 
5.Bake for 40 minutes or until crumble topping 
is golden and fruit is soft. Serve with yoghurt  


